
Mid-11th century Lathgallian

• Owner: Artis Āboltiņš
• Ethnicity: Lathgallian
• Gender: male
• Dated: middle of 11th century
• Wealth: elite
• Based on: Drabešu Liepiņu burial field, burial 95
• Set includes: Trousers, shirt, leather turnshoes, tunic, cloak, hat, jewellery, 

weapons, belt pouch, coin purse



1. The grave and grave-goods

1.1. Information about burial Drabešu Liepiņu 95
In sandy clay, about 0.3 m below the surface, a enlongated cremation burial 

was discovered. Size of the burial is 1,35 × 10,45 m. The grave was filled with dark  
ash and coal-rich earth. In some places, there were significant lumps of charcoal and 
lots  of calcinated bones.  Some of them, considering the thickness of the remains, 
belonged  to  the  larger,  powerfully  built  individual.  Among  those,  however,  were 
found several  teeth belonging to a child,  as well  as finger bones and other  bones 
belonging to a smaller individual. That, likely, means that this was a double burial.  
This theory is partially confirmed by the nature of the grave goods as well.

Grave  goods  have  been  deposited  carefully,  mixing  male  and  female 
inventory.  It should be mentioned that by the southern side of the burial, two poles 
have been discovered, located 30 cm from each other (possible remains of above-
ground grave markers), burial itself was lined with tree bark. Grave goods included 
warrior bracelet (cut in half), bronze fibulas, chainholder, double-edged sword, sword 
scabbard chape, firestriker, 2 broad-bladed axes, partially melted necklace fragments 
etc. All artefacts, especially bronze jewellery, were deformed, broken and damaged in 
burial fire. Today, the grave goods are stores in LVI (Latvijas vēstures institūts).

Grave goods from Drabešu Liepiņu 95. 
Taken from Kazakevičius 1996: 77, 87 pav.



1.2. General description of Lathgallian male costume in Late Iron Age
Costume recreation is based on currently available information on costume of 

Lathgallians during 11th century (shirt remains, remains of the tunic from Priekuli-
Gugeri burial field, etc.).

Typical  male  costume  of  the  11th  century  Lathgallian  would  consist  of 
trousers, shirt, tunic, leather turnshoes, socks (sewn or made in nålbinding technique), 
leg wraps with garters, belt, hat and cloak. Depending on wealth and position within 
society, it is accompanied by the set of jewellery and weapons – sword, axe, spear,  
battle  knife,  fibulas,  decorated belt,  spiral  decorations  on hat  and tunic,  bracelets, 
including massive „warrior bracelet”, arm wrap decorated with bronze rings.

Unlike other Balt tribes, Lathgallian male costume includes tunic decoration in 
form of wowen-in rings and spiral decorations along the neck-cut of the tunic.

1.3. Problematic of reconstructing the costume
Main problem with reconstructing this costume is the burial method chosen – 

cremation,  which  is  generally  uncharacteristic  for  Lathgallians.  As  result,  almost 
nothing remains of the textile material, and jewellery and weapons are also severely 
damaged and ritually destroyed. Therefore, full reconstruction is impossible and the 
missing parts had to be based, at least, partially, on finds from inhumation burials. 
This approach can be imprecise, of course.

1.4. Possible social status
Very significant. Both the amount and variety of the burial goods, and style of 

burial that is highly uncharacteristic for Lathgallians, suggest that the deceased person 
was not a regular member of society. The grave that includes full set of weapons (two 
axes,  double-edged  sword,  spear  and  seax)  is  a  relatively  rare  occurrence,  and 
combined with decorated belt, warrior bracelet and remains of the armwrap, suggests 
that the person was very important within the society.

2. Parts of the costume

2.1. Textiles
• Shirt – bleached linen, sewn, made by S. Jansone.  

Source: Shirt remains are rarely preserved, but they allow us to conclude that 
the  primary  material  used  was  linen,  usually  quite  fine  one.  Due  to  the 
fragmentary nature of the finds, it is impossible to recreate the entire pattern, 
since we know details only on construction of the part of the arms for a shirt 
(thanks to finds from burials no. 16 and 59 in Pildas Nuksu burial field). In 
some cases, bleached fabrics has been identified (Zariņa 1970: 151–152).

• Trousers – mixed wool/hemp, sewn, made by S. Jansone.  
Source: Only fragment of fabric believed to be from trousers, attributed to 
Late Iron Age at territory of modern day Latvia, is mentioned in the study on 
Ludzas  Odukalns  by  Francis  Balodis;  however,  this  fragment  has  been 
probably lost and is not available to research (Balodis 1926: 89). As result, the 
pattern  was  based  on find  from Skjoldehamn (Norway),  since  that  find  is 
possibly dated to 11th century and cut is similar in many ways to the other 
fragments  of  trousers  from  Northern  Europe.  Since  the  upper  part  of 
Skjoldehamn find is poorly preserved, pattern for it was based on Thorsberg 



find.  Trousers  like  these  allow all  the  movements  and use the  fabric  very 
effectively, unlike the 19th century ethnographic finds from Latvia, that have 
been suggested as simplified alternatives for such cut.

• Socks – spun wool yarn in nålbinding technique, Mammen stich (10th-11th 
century). Made by S. Jansone.  
Source: Knowledge of this technique in Northern Europe is supported by finds 
(both socks and mittens) in Finland (Eura burial 56, Kekomäki;  Lehtosalo-
Hilander 1982: Fig. 28), Russia (Novgorod – possible remains of a sock or a 
mitten from the 10th century) and Estonia (a fragment from the 11th century). 
Some fragments have been also found in Koknesē (10th century layer) and 
Ikskile Kabelas (possible remains of a sock; Zariņa 1988: 9). We know several 
finds  in  Lathgallian  material,  that  is  impossible  to  identify more  precisely 
(Zariņa 1999: 10), as well as somewhat later finds from Rīga (fingered gloves, 
dated  to  the  13th  century).  This  suggests  that  during  the  11th  century, 
Lathgallians and Livonians were familiar with this technique and used it.

• Leg wraps – wool, diamond twill, woven. Made by L. Rašmane.  
Source: Woolen legwraps have been identified in several burials, and at least 
three of those fragments have been large enough to be analyzed. The famous 
find from Tira bog, where we got nearly intact fragments, has to be mentioned. 
Finds from Ludzas Odukalna III:  39 permits us to determine the way they 
were wrapped – starting from ankle upwards, in spiral fashion, with every next 
wrap covering about half of the previous wrap and reaching below the knee 
(Zariņa 1970: 161).

• Garters – spun wool, tablet woven, made by S. Jansone.  
Source:  In Priekuļu Ģūģeru burial field, grave 128 contained remains of leg 
wraps with tablet woven garters (Apala 1992: 12). The abovementioned grave 
from Ludzas Odukalna also contained a thin tablet-woven strip that was used 
to fasten the leg wrappings in place (Zariņa 1970: 108). This fashion is known 
from various places of period Europe.

• Tunic – wool, spun thread, twill, sewn, made by L. Rašmane.  
Source:  Remains  of  woolen  and  linsey-woolsey  cloth  have  been  found  in 
numerous  number  of  Lathgallian  burial  fields.  In  several  cases,  they were 
quite  well  preserved  thanks  to  the  decoration  consisting  of  bronze  spirals 
along the neck cut and bronze rings woven into the breast area. As result, it is 
possible  to  recreate  (with  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy)  the  shape  of  the 
tunic.  In  this  case,  the  pattern  was  based  on  a  find  from grave  30  from 
Priekuļu  Ģūģeru  burial  field,  except  the  breast  decoration  from woven  in 
rings, since Drabešu Liepiņu 95 was a cremation burial and it was impossible 
to determinē if the small bronze rings from the burial were used to decorate 
the tunic.

• Cloak – wool, twill 2/2, woven, sewn. Made by L. Rašmane 2004. Dyed blue. 
Selwedged with tablet woven band, forming the knots in the corners. Sewn 
from  two  parts,  with  the  seam  in  middle.  Seams  are  hidden  by  adding 
decorative twine on top of them.  
Source: Radiņš 1999: 85; Zariņa 1970: 166. It has to be noted that in burial 95 
of  Drabešu  Liepiņu  burial  field,  a  piece  of  fabric  was  found,  that  was 



originally identified as “shawl fragment”. It is probable that this fragment was 
a piece of cloak (LVI 155: 691).

• Hood – wool, sewn, made by S. Jansone.  
Source: Hood is very useful for anyone spending time outdoors in adverse 
weather conditions, and as result,  deemed necessary to include in costume. 
Several different types of hoods have been found in Northern Europe, and for 
this costume the Skjoldehamn find was chosen, since it could be dated to 11th 
century.

• Hat – brass spirals, wool, woven, sewn. Made by S. Jansone and A. Āboltiņš. 
Source: There are numerous finds of hat remains, decorated with spirals or 
pewter buttons (Zariņa 1970: 99, 167).

2.2. Leather
• Turnshoes – leather, sewn, waxed, made by O. Upesjuris.  

Source: Unfortunately, shoe fragments from Lathgallian burials of this period 
are too fragmentary for full reconstruction, so the finds from Livonian burials 
(Koknesē), as well as better preserved but generally similar finds from Rīga 
(13th century) were used.

• Belt  –  leather  belt  with  bronze  buckle  and  copper  alloy  decorations 
(trapezoidal  plates  with rings).  Leather,  bronze,  forged,  sewn.  Made by A. 
Āboltiņš.  Leather  belt  made  of  yellowish-brown  leather,  with  trapezoidal 
copper alloy plates with copper alloy rings and cast bronze buckle.  
Source: Priekuļu kampu grave 5.

• Belt  pouch  – leather,  linen  twine,  sewn,  waxed.  Made  by  A.  Āboltiņš. 
Source: The pouch is used because of need to carry modern everyday items 
that cannot be attached to belt. Very loosely based on a Viking age find from 
Birka (keeping overall shape of the pouch but not using decorative elements).

2.3. Jewellery and accessories
• Copper alloy fibula with turned ends  –  copper alloy, forged, made by D. 

Kalniņš.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 658).

• Bronze  fibula  with  poppyseed  ends  – bronze,  cast.  Unknown  author.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 654).

• Copper alloy fibula with turned ends –  copper alloy, forged, made by A. 
Āboltiņš.
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 669).

2.4. Weapons
• Double edged sword –  Z type, steel, purchased from Paul Chen inc., 2010.

A scabbard belongs to the sword; it  has a wooden core,  that is  covered in 
leather.  
Source:  A replica  of  the  find  from  Drabešu  Liepiņu  95  (LVI  155:  662). 
According  to  Vytautas  Kazakevičius  (1996:  74-78),  type  Z  swords  are 



frequent in Baltic countries, counting 9 finds from Latvia.

• Knife with sheath – steel, wood, leather, forged, sewn. Made by A. Āboltiņš, 
2011.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 670).

• Seax  – steel,  wood, leather,  forged, sewn. Author of the blade – unknown. 
Sheath made by A. Āboltiņš, 2007.  
Source:  Despite  the  lack  of  the  larger  seax  in  burial,  fragments  of  sheath 
decoration have been identified, and comparing them with other finds from the 
region and time period, it was decided to base reconstruction on the find from 
Priekuļu Kampu burial 5.

• Spear – steel, forged. Author unknown.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155:694).

• Broad-bladed axe – steel, forged, Author unknown.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155:663).

2.5. Planned to make
• Broad-bladed axe –  steel, forged.  

Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 675).

• Warrior bracelet – copper alloy, cast, forged by A. Āboltiņš.  
Source: A replica of the find from Drabešu Liepiņu 95 (LVI 155: 653).

• Arm wrap – copper alloy, wool, woven, made by S. Jansone.  
Source: Near the warrior bracelet, a significant amount of small bronze rings 
was discovered. They are similar to rings used to decorate armwraps in other 
burials of similar style, and it was decided to base the pattern primarily on find 
from Priekuļu Ģūģeru burial 30.

• A new sheath for the seax and a new sword scabbard – leather, wood, to be 
made by A. Āboltiņš in 2018.

• A new belt – The current belt  will  be replaced with a belt  using different 
decorations  and  belt  dividers,  since  there  were  no  finds  of  trapezoidal 
decorative elements in Drabešu Liepiņu grave 95.
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